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1941 - 1943 DATA ON MINERAL DEPOSITS IN ALBANTA .

[The following report gives informetion on the chief mineral

deposits in Albania, as described in two Italian studies published
in 1941 and 1943, These studies state that Albania is potentially
rich in iron ore, and that it has numerous chremite and son. copper

drposits,

Nuribers in parentheses refer to appended scurcusu_’

Tulg,

A .
Ferrous mineral strate are found in

the northeest secrion of Albafiin in

the Kuhes-Krama aree; and in the central-eastern section, the Pogradec Blbasan

area.

In the central-eastern section, the iron strata were discovered bensath
limestone, near the crest which separates ine Shkumbi valley from Lake Ohrid,
in a 20 hilometeristrip from Pogradec to Pighkash.(3) In this strip of iand :
thare are the folloving occurrences of tron ore: northuest of Memelisht, j

saveral xilomet.rs from Pogradec; in the vicinity of Cervenake valley; north of
where reserves of approximately 2 . ,
pprozimately 3 kilomnters north of :

Corvenake valley in the Hodonisht valley,

milllon tons of iron ore are o he found;a
liodonisht valley and not far from where there s 6-meter compact stratum of
botween Katjeli and Perrenjes; and

this mineral; north-of the above deposite,

-

oorthvest of the above deposits, near Pishkash. Other important strata
T-appzar northwest of this projection, between Litrazhd and Elbazin, long the

velley of *he middle Shkumbi river,(2)

DJvewn or black hematite is found in connection with thick onlite or N
plgolite. mixed with quantities of magnetite,

with rare mnclei of oligists and -

very few minifestations f limonite alterations.

The metal content is 55-50 percent, Proved rsserves In this central - :
easte~l reglon are considered to be at Jonst 15 million tons /Probably metric .
trns] but there ie reason to helieve that the reserve is greater, {
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. The cost of transporting the ore frou the mines to the road by mules and
donkeys, and from the road to Durres b, trucks exceeds the actual cost of
production. Consequently, construction was begun on & great overhead wire-
cable to which other minor cables were to be attached. With this cable » passing
to Qukes and Librazhd, 1t was planned to bring the ore up to Labinot, where a
railroad under construction was to transport it to the sea. (1)

In the Yukes-Krama area of northeast Albania, those mineral strata which
have been frdentified are simiiar to the strata of the centrel-eastern,
section. Tre zorvheast section iron ores are to be found in the Allouwi
locatlons: .bnez zome, nsar the Auk'c Mamzit mountain, at ai. altitude of 828
waters; T-uls zone, southvest .f the Mamez zone, near the Truls mountain; a
tew gilometers northeast of Kukes ; and the Vranishte area near Kruma. (2)

The minocral strata are composed of brown heintite, compact, with thicl
pisolite or oolite;, Wwith ~ variable auuantity of other ::ides and especially of
mgnetite, The magnetite, in certsin localitins such as Morine, predominates
cver th. hematite, “ringing the percentage of iron ore to 70 poarcent.

Ir. %24 vegion the tronsport problem is the mos: difficult bacanze, even
” cn completion of the Puke-Kukes road, the ore will have to bo trunsported some
220 iiilometers to the_nearest port of San Giovanni i lMedus, [The road has
since been completed. However, the high ore rercentage will, at least in
part, compensate for the major expense,’

Tae presence of iron ores in quantitiy is possible in other reglonse ;
aortheast of Elbaeun; in the Shishice velley; on the coast of Himaru; in the ;
valley totueen Tepelene and Gjinokaster; in the Delvina hollow; in the Kserje ‘
Rivev valiny; apdmsoutheas ;g’.;“;;xa.mv.;;; Erobab'y Kakavi villz;:e,] :

{Prof, Ferdinando Milone, author of . Albanja Economica, expressed the . !
opinion thet potentially as much iron ore can be extracted from the Albanian
mountaing s is produced by mines of continental unc insular Italy.) (1)

Chtintts

Chromite i5 tc be found 1in the Popradec and Kukes vegions. The strata arc
composed of lenticular 6625, irregular in form and dimensions, and of only a
few weters {n dapth, rerely reaching 10 meiers.,

Excavation is carri © out by the cpen-pit meihod. The mineral is of good
pereentage and production is increasing continuously. Transportation is not
too difficult in the Pogradec area, but is vary difficult in the Kukes-Krama-
"% Letp) region. The chromite sirata of the latter region extend into Yugoslavia, (1)

Goppee

Corper 16 to ba found in the Mirdite orea, along the Tani valley,
roxirately )7 kilomsters from Lesh. The twe principal nines ar~ on the two . .‘
eg of the 37y wne ef Bulshize, not for frop Fubig, end the other on !
Dexverd neatain, (7)

SOURCER !
N 1. Roww, l".\l‘ce.ni.a Heonomica, by Prof Fordinande Milore, 1941 ‘
T2 Pone, T'ilbonia, vublished Y, Rewle Societn Geosratics, 1943

sy ‘
[’I‘h’: velloving three nsns thev Th . locations of znsenths and Corvous ore
fepoi ity in the northesst and cencral-eestern reglons, aml of the rrincipal
mineral depunits throughout the -:o:,uwx'y_.]
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Map 1. Chromite ana Farrous M'nergl Teposits in the
Kulkes-Xrams Region of Nartheust \lbania.(1)
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